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census data just released yesterday, 
the SNAP program helped lift 4 million 
people out of poverty in 2012. Addition-
ally, this is a multiplier of 21⁄2 times in 
our economy. 

Unfortunately, it is my under-
standing that the House of Representa-
tives may soon consider legislation 
that cuts $40 billion in funding from 
SNAP. This is the wrong approach. At 
a time when many families and com-
munities are still struggling to get 
back on their feet from the Great Re-
cession, we should be working to 
strengthen, not undermine, the SNAP 
program. 
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CUTTING $40 BILLION FROM THE 
NUTRITION PROGRAM 

(Ms. KUSTER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. KUSTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today with a heavy heart because this 
body will soon consider a bill that will 
cut 4 million children from their nutri-
tion benefits. Americans will go hun-
gry. In my district and across this 
country, these are our friends, our 
neighbors, our fellow parishioners. 
They are children and veterans and 
seniors. 

One of my constituents wrote to me 
recently about how Federal nutrition 
assistance is essential to feeding her 
family. She is 28 years old, disabled, 
and an orphan, so she has no family to 
fall back upon. And she is the mother 
of a toddler. On top of all that, she’s in 
college, working to get her under-
graduate degree, and has a double 
major, no less. But right now, she de-
pends on the Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program to feed her tod-
dler, and that assistance doesn’t even 
go far enough. She still has to rely on 
our local food bank and other commu-
nity assistance. 

This is who we are talking about 
when we debate cutting $40 billion from 
the nutrition program. We can and 
should do better. 
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SNAP AND THE FARM BILL 

(Mrs. NEGRETE MCLEOD asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mrs. NEGRETE MCLEOD. Mr. Speak-
er, I want to call attention to the seri-
ousness of the proposed $40 billion cut 
to the nutrition bill. As a member of 
the House Agriculture Committee, I 
am gravely concerned with this bill, as 
it circumvented proper deliberation be-
fore the Agriculture Committee. This 
bill lacks the transparency required by 
the American people and is outside the 
custom and practice of all past farm 
bills this House has passed. 

I am ready to vote for a farm bill, but 
we are no closer to finding a com-
promise than we were 6 months ago. 
This issue is about Americans’ ability 
to eat, as our country struggles to 

come out of the greatest financial cri-
sis since the Great Depression. 

SNAP is a vital tool in empowering 
Americans in a challenging economy 
and should not be the sole factor in 
solving the Nation’s long-term fiscal 
problems. Costs for the program will 
shrink as the economy improves and 
people are able to do exactly what 
Americans want to do: put food on the 
table. 
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RAISE THE MINIMUM WAGE 

(Ms. WILSON of Florida asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 
we wonder why people need nutrition 
assistance in the first place. Well, it’s 
because our minimum wage is inad-
equate, and it’s because the govern-
ment has given up on creating jobs. A 
parent working full-time at minimum 
wage will simply not earn enough in-
come to cover basic needs. 

SNAP recipients are not lazy. It’s 
this Congress that is lazy. 

Mr. Speaker, if you want to cut $40 
billion in nutrition funding, I have a 
two-part plan for you. Raise the min-
imum wage so workers can feed them-
selves, and pass the American Jobs Act 
so Americans can find work in the first 
place. 

Mr. Speaker, the working poor, sen-
iors, and children are suffering now, 
and you plan to cut nutrition assist-
ance? Not only will they suffer, but 
some may die. 

It’s time for this Congress to address 
the real issues: raise the minimum 
wage, and jobs, jobs, jobs. 

f 

OPPOSITION TO THE REPUBLICAN 
NUTRITION ASSISTANCE PLAN 

(Mr. PAYNE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I’m not 
one to go on and on about a lot of sta-
tistics, but as we debate the nutrition 
bill, there is one that struck a chord 
with me. One in four, yes, one in four 
children go to bed hungry every night. 
And I’m not talking about in Africa, 
China, or India. I’m talking about one 
in four children who live right here in 
the United States going to sleep with-
out adequate nutrition. 

For me and the 1 million New 
Jerseyans on SNAP, this is a complete 
and total outrage. We live in the great-
est country on Earth, yet 17 million 
children in this country do not get the 
nutrition they need. 

Last year alone, SNAP lifted 4 mil-
lion people out of poverty. The bill on 
the floor this week, which would cut 
SNAP by nearly $40 billion, will only 
ensure that these people are pushed 
right back into poverty. 

That’s why I strongly oppose the nu-
trition assistance bill; and I urge my 
colleagues to examine their conscience 
and remember that, when they cast 

their vote, they are casting their vote 
for or against one in four children who 
still go to bed at night hungry. 
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THE ATTACK ON POOR, DISADVAN-
TAGED, AND HUNGRY PEOPLE 
ACT 

(Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise to express strong oppo-
sition to H.R. 3102, what I call the At-
tack on Poor, Disadvantaged, and Hun-
gry People Act. This bill will cut food 
stamps by $40 billion; and, as a result 
of that, at least 4 million low-income 
individuals will no longer be eligible to 
receive nutrition assistance. 

I say shame on whoever concocted 
this draconian idea, whoever put this 
proposal together, and certainly shame 
on us if we vote for it. 
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WEIGH OUR OPTIONS BEFORE 
CUTTING SNAP 

(Ms. SEWELL of Alabama asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to express my strong 
opposition to H.R. 3102, calling for a $40 
billion cut in critically needed funding 
for nutrition assistance programs. 

You know, Mr. Speaker, struggling 
to encourage my Republican colleagues 
to take a walk in the shoes of those 
who suffer from food insecurity has be-
come uncomfortably common in this 
Chamber. In this House, we have moved 
beyond poor economic doctrine and im-
moral social policy, and we’re now 
dealing with the very dangerous 
mindset that the weakest in our soci-
ety are to blame for their condition. 

Instead of taking away food stamps, 
we should be encouraging jobs. That we 
should be encouraging smaller assist-
ance for those who are in need is not, I 
think, the way that this policy should 
go. We should be incentivizing compa-
nies to provide a living wage. And I 
think it’s hypocritical for us to value 
the sanctity of life while neglecting 
policies that ensure all Americans have 
a better quality of life. 

Mr. Speaker, 54 percent of the house-
holds in my district receive SNAP. I 
think that it’s really important that 
we remember the people that we’re 
sent here to represent. 
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PANCREATIC CANCER RESEARCH 

(Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM 
of New Mexico asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM of 
New Mexico. Mr. Speaker, I have re-
cently met with some constituents 
from New Mexico whose lives have 
been impacted by pancreatic cancer, 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 04:48 Sep 19, 2013 Jkt 029060 PO 00000 Frm 00009 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K18SE7.011 H18SEPT1sm
ar

tin
ez

 o
n 

D
S

K
6T

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2017-08-25T14:57:52-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




